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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
The LSU Board of Supervisors voted to begin planning for a law school in Baton Rouge in 1904. The first classes began 
in 1906 with 19 students enrolled. The state Supreme Court notified the University President in the same year that graduates 
would be admitted to the bar after graduation, without further examination. 
The law school originally was part of the University, under the guidance of its own dean, the first of whom was Dr. Joseph 
J. Kelly, a member of the Illinois Bar who had particular expertise in the Civil Law. 
The Facilities were particularly limited in the early years. The first classes were held in the basement of the main campus 
library. But the early emphasis on the Civil Law has not changed from the early days when Dean Kelly included a foundation 
in Roman Law as an important element of the education program. 
In 1910, Professor Robert Lee Tullis became Dean. His impact upon the Law Center was so great that the competition 
for top honors in Moot Court still bears his name. During his tenure, the course requirements were expanded to three years. 
In 1911, a student could be admitted after one year of college and could receive a "Bachelor of Laws" degree after three 
years of study. 
During Robert Lee Tullis' term, Professor Ira S. Flory joined the law faculty. Students of the Modern Law Center will 
associate the name "Flory" with the Flory Trial Club, which sponsors mock trial competition. Flory joined the faculty in 
1912 and remained for thirty-eight years, less a short period during the first World War. Professor Flory was the first to 
actively seek alumni support in the form of financial contributions, particularly toward funding an adequate library. In 1924, 
partly because of his efforts, the approval of the A.B.A. Council on legal education was secured as well. 
In a 1964 article on the history of the law school, Dean Paul M. Hebert noted the impact of Tullis and Flory: "Through 
the accomplishments of these two great men ... aided by additions to the faculty such as Harriet S. Dagget and others 
... the solid basis for further development was laid." 
In 1935, the law school at LSU received an expanded budget and a new dean, Frederick K. Beutel. Beutel was a nationally 
respected expert in Negotiable Instruments, and was able in a short two-year term to expand the law school greatly. During 
Beutel's leadership, the first full-time law librarian joined the faculty. Leaverworth Colby gave the library an expanded 
capacity for research and growth. In 1937, Beutel left LSU for a professorship at William and Mary. But before he left, the 
law school had its own building, known as Leche Hall, and modeled after the U.S. Supreme Court building. 
Following Beutel's term, the tenure of Dean Paul M. Hebert began. Dean Hebert made such an impact upon the school 
that it was renamed the Paul M. Hebert Law Center in 1979. Dean Hebert's first term lasted only two years. During the 
interim, several law professors served as acting deans. The progress of the Law Center didn't stop there. Several major 
developments took place between 1939 and 1959 when Dean Hebert returned. 
In 1938, the Louisiana State Law Institute was established, as was the Louisiana Law Review. 
In 1978, the LSU Board of Supervisors completed the separation of the Law School from the Baton Rouge Campus. This 
allowed the Law School to have its own chancellor and to establish its own policies and programs separate from the LSU 
campus. This Separate status was an idea promoted first by Dean Hebert, whose dream was realized a year after his death. 
In fact, Dean Hebert was lobbying for the separate status when he was stricken by a fatal heart attack. 
The Law Center's first chancellor, William D. Hawkland, was appointed in 1979, ending the dual deanship of Winston 
Day and Howard L'Enfant. Chancellor Hawkland's professional credentials attest to his stature as one of the country's 
leading jurists. He has played major roles in the adoption of the UCC i n  many states and has influenced legislators 
considering this issue nationwide. He is also a scholar in the filed of banking law. 
It was from Illinois that the Law Center lured Hawkland, convincing him to undertake the administrative duties which 
so many institutions had unsuccessfully sought to have him accept. His mission was to bring this institution to the forefront 
of legal education. Under his vision and leadership, the Center's library grew to be one of the largest in the nation. The 
Faculty expanded its scope to include outstanding professors not only in the Civil Law But also renowned professors from 
around the nation. The course offerings were expanded to include instruction in both Civil and Common Law, resulting 
in a more comparative law degree. Through the tough financial times facing the State, he guided the Law Center, making 
it the most efficient branch of the LSU System. The scholarly writings of the faculty are some of the most cited works of 
any faculty in the nation. 
In 1989, Chancellor Hawkland resigned as chancellor at which time he was named a Boyd Professor on nomination of 
the entire law faculty. Professor Winston Day was named as his replacement. During Chancellor's Day's administration, 
several United States Supreme Court justices visited the Law Center. They include Chief Justice Rehnquist, Justice Scalia, 
Justice Blackmun, Justice Kennedy, Justice Thomas and Justice Ginsberg. 
By Paul Marx and Wendell Manning 
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